• As part of the MCBS New Enrollee Supplement, in the fall of 2005 new beneficiaries were asked whether they'd had the "Welcome to Medicare" physical exam that was offered as part of the "Welcome to Medicare" benefit during their first six months of gaining Medicare Part B coverage.
• Less than 3 percent of the beneficiaries eligible to receive the one-time covered exam took advantage of this benefit. • Of those surveyed, the main reason for not receiving the "Welcome to Medicare" physical exam was that they did not know about the benefit. • Less than 1 percent of those surveyed claimed cost as a reason for not participating in the physical exam benefit. • Respondents who had not received the physical were consequently asked whether they would have received it if they had known about the physical exam benefit. Almost 78 percent attested they would have received the physical if they had known. • Follow-up analysis will be needed to see if the changes made to the benefit in 2008 result in increased utilization.
